Influence and critique of CREST and ICSS Trials.
The principle findings of the Carotid Revascularization Endarterectomy Versus Stenting Trial and the International Carotid Stenting Study are reviewed and discussed. Flaws and possible weaknesses in both trials are highlighted. The possibility that some Carotid Revascularization Endarterectomy Versus Stenting Trial conclusions have been misinterpreted in ways not justified by the trial's data is considered. This possibility may have prompted one conclusion of a recent American Heart Association Guideline on the management of carotid artery disease to be misleading.